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risk imprisonment and even the gallows if I was forced to take up
arms or otherwise take part in its military operations.
But that still does not solve the riddle. If there was a national
Government, whilst I should not take any direct part in any war,
I can conceive occasions when it would be my duty to vote for
the military training of those who wish to take it. For I know that
all its members do not believe in non-violence to the extent I do.
It is not possible to make a person or a society non-violent by
compulsion.
Non-violence works in a most mysterious manner. Often a
man's actions defy analysis in terms of non-violence; equally often
his actions may wear the appearance of violence when he is abso-
lutely non-violent in the highest sense of the term and is subsequently
found so to be. All I can then claim for my conduct is that it was,
in the instances cited, actuated in the interests of non-violence.
There was no thought of sordid national or other interest. I do
not believe in the promotion of national or any other interest at
the sacrifice of some other interest.
I may not carry my argument any further. Language at
best is but a poor vehicle for expressing one's thoughts in full. For
me, non-violence is not a mere philosophical principle. It is the
rule and the breath of my life. I know I fail often, sometimes con-
sciously, more often unconsciously. It is a matter not of the
intellect but of the heart. True guidance comes by constant waiting
upon God, by utmost humility, self-abnegation, by being ever ready
to sacrifice one's self. Its practice requires fearlessness and cou-
rage of the highest order. I am painfully aware of my failings,
But the Light within me is steady and clear. There is no
escape for any of us save through truth and non-violence. I know
that war is wrong, is an unmitigated evil. I know too that it has
got to go. I firmly believe that freedom won through bloodshed or
fraud is no freedom. Would that all the acts alleged against me
were found to be wholly indefensible rather than that by any
act of mine non-violence was held to be compromised or that I
was ever thought to be in favour of violence or untruth in any
shape or form. Not violence, not untruth, but non-violence, Truth,
is tie law of our being.
Young India, 13-9-1928